
	 2018	Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.	Day	

"Justice	Denied;	Justice	Delayed;	
Justice	Now."-	Rev.	Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.	

Sponsored	by	the	following	local	organizations:	
	

• Needham	Diversity	Initiative	
• Needham	Clergy	Association	
• Needham	Human	Rights	Committee	
• The	Needham	Public	Schools	and	its	METCO	program	

www.needhamdiversity.org	

The Sponsors wish to thank: 
- The	many	wonderful	and	excellent	speakers	and	

performers	listed	in	the	program,	in	particular:	
o Ms.	Kim	Marie	Nicols	for	American	Sign	Language	

interpretation	
- Needham	High	School	for	the	use	of	its	facilities		
 
The following generously provided financial support: 
 

o Needham	Congregational	Church	
o Needham	Golf	Club	Charities	
o Needham	Clergy	Association	
o The	First	Parish		
o Needham	Baha'i	Community	
o NDI	Board	Members	and	Individual	Contributors	
 

These businesses generously provided refreshments: 
- Roche	Bros./Sudbury	Farm	-	1177	Highland	Ave.	
- Starbucks	Coffee	-	910	Highland	Avenue	
- Trader	Joe's	-	958	Highland	Ave	

Note: Photographs and video from this event may be used 
in newspapers, online, and in other media. 



	

 

Grade 8 
Emma Staley 
Demetra Zymaris 
Tatiana Dietz 
Nicole Kirshy 
Tate Jones 
Paul Braverman 
Arseniy Ohoriko 
Layla Kam 
Lauren Lipscomb 
Ava Gauthier 
Noah Dixon 
Kenny Medina 
Leandra Mageski 
 

Students participating in the "39 Candle Ceremony": 

Please support the mission and activities of Needham Diversity 
Initiative by participating in its activities and by making a tax-
deductible donation at:  
 
www.needhamdiversity.org, or  
PayPal to needhamdiversity@gmail.com.  
 
To participate in our meetings and to attend our various events please 
visit our web site to learn more. 
 
Needham Diversity Initiative, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit charitable 
corporation whose mission is to create a welcoming town. Our goal is to 
explore, foster, strengthen, and celebrate Needham’s diversity of race, 
religion, sexual orientation, gender (including identity and expression), 
ethnic identity, socioeconomic status, ability, and age.  

Grade 7 
Jeniyah Joseph 
Sydney Baker 
Zach Brown 
Olivia Fayemi 
Angela Demaio 
Saida Imakaeva 
Ida Miles 
Anna Mulliez 
Gabriel Wiliams 
Lara Caixeta 
Lloyd Akai-Dennis 
Bailey Chandler 
Daniel Diego 

Grade 6 
Adriel Giraldo 
Yago Haig 
Lailani Martins 
Neveaeh Stanley 
Betina Mendes 
Elsie Sachs 
Sophia Rios Dussoura 
Ebony Diego 
Yasu Patel 
Sophia Gonzalez -
Ellis 
Maya Echambadi 
Taylor Chen 
Claire Ahlijanian 

 
Program 
Introduction – Litzy Gastelum and Jackson Schwartz, NHS 
 
"Shed a Little Light" - Bellevue Community Church, Nashville 
 
"That's Me" - Audience Response Activity 

 
Remarks – MrDan M. athews - Needham Board of Selectmen 
 
"39 Candle Ceremony", Honoring Dr. King's 39 Years 

6th Graders -   High Rock School 
7th & 8th Graders -  Pollard Middle School 

 
Remarks – Heidi Black – Chair of the School Committee 
 
Remarks – State Representative Denise Garlick 
 
Justice Now – Remarks by David Summergrad, NDI President 
 
Plugged In Teen Band Program - "All you Need is Love” 

Ms. Sandra Rizkallah, Co-Director/Co-Founder 
Mr. Tom Pugh, Co-Founder/Co-Director 
 

In Memoriam - Calling the Roll –  
Led by Gretchen Cook-Anderson and Rebecca Young  

 
Glory – Performed by Common and Yolanda Young  
 
A Moment of Reflection - Needham Clergy Association 
- Rev. Nicholas Morris-Kilment, Rector of Christ Episcopal 
Church, NCA President 
 
Dr. King’s Letter From the Birmingham Jail – Selections 
Read by Alison Biedron and Jackson Schwartz 
 
Brother Dennis Slaughter  

- We Shall Overcome 
- Lift Every Voice 
- Rise Up 

 
Upcoming Events -  Please see separate handout. 

 
Thank You and Farewell –  

Wishing you all Peaceful Tomorrows 
 

Recessional - Stevie Wonder: "Happy Birthday Dr. King" 
 


